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Karate and the Olympic Games:
A Long Conflict is Over

I

———

The Olympic Games have long been a
dream and a field of conflict for many
karateka. However, the decision of the
french national Olympic committee to not
include karate in 2024 is only the finally to a
several decades long conflict which has
come to an end now.

By Dr. Christian Tribowski

According to an article by the BBC at the
beqginning of this year, the organizing
committee of the Olympic Games 2024 in
Paris will Karate not include Karate in the
program. The article says:

“Karate will make its Olympic debut at the
2020 Games but has not been included on
the shortlist of proposed sports for the
Paris Games four years later.

Therefore, the Tokyo Olympics in 2020 will be
the only occasion for Karatekas to fight for
Gold.

Budo-oriented Karateka express relieve

For some this announcement came as a relive.
The doubts about a participation among budo-
oriented Karateka increased in the last few
years. They feared that Karate would lose its
ethical foundation. In addition, Sport Karate
would turn a value-oriented endeavor to the
perfection of ones character into a profane
business. Above all, the “traditional” Karate
community did not feel represented by the
World Karate Federation.

Anpooieltnke oTig 9 louhiou 2019 amé 1o “The Dojo” - 4 oxoAia
Kapdarte kait OAupTTiaKoi AyWwVEG:
Mia yakpd oUykKpouon TEAEIWOE

il | "

O1 OAupTTiakoi Aywveg atroteAouoav atro
TTOAIG OVEIPO Kal TTEDIO OUYKPOUONG yid
TTOAAOUG KapaTéka. QoTd0o0, N amdéacn TNG
YOAAIKNG €BVIKAG OAUUTTIOKAG ETTITPOTTAG v
MNV cupTTEPIAGREI TO KapdaTe To 2024 gival
MOVO ) TEAIKI] OUYKPOUGT APKETWYV OEKAETILOV
TTOU £XEI TEAEILOEI TWPA.

Tou Ap Christian Tribowski

2UhQwva ue apBpo Tou BBC oTig apxég Tou
TPEXOVTOG £TOUG, N OPYOVWTIKA ETTITPOTIN TWV
OAupmmakwyv Aywvwy 2024 oTo lNapiol
avakoivwaoe o1l dgv Ba TrepIAaupBavel To Kapdrte
OTO TTPOYpauMa. To apBpo Atel:

«To kapdre Oa KAvel TO VIEUTTOUTO TOU
oroug OAuurriakoug Aywveg Tou 2020, aAAa
Ocv éxel ouutTepIANQOsi oTn AioTa us ta
mporeIivoueva abAnuara yia roug Aywveg
Tou lNapioiou Téoospa xpovia apyorspa.»
Q¢ ek ToUTOU, O OAUpTTIOKOI AYWVES TOU TOKIO
10 2020 Ba gival N pévn aPopun yia TOug
KapaTtéka va aywvioTouv yia 1o Xpuoo.

Budo-oriented Karateka express relieve
Na KATToI0UG auTr) N avakoivwaon NP wg
avapvnoTiKr. O au@IBOAIEG OXETIKA PE TN
oupueToxn METagU Tou Karateka
TTpoocavatoAiopévou oTo budo augnbnkav Ta
TeAeuTaia xpovia. Podvrouaav 61 To Kapdre
Ba £xave Tnv nBIKA Tou Bdon. EmimAéoy, 1O
Sport Karate 6a PeTETPETTE PIa TTPOCTTABEIN
TTpooavaTtoAiouévn oTNV agia TTPoG TV
TEAEIOTNTA TOU XOPAKTHPA TWV ATONWY OE HIa
BEBNANn emmixeipnon. MNavw a1 '6Aa, n
"TTapadooiakn” kovotnTa Tou Kapdre dev
EVILWOE OTI EKTTPOOWTIEITAI OTTO TNV [ayKOTUIN
OuooTrovdia Kapdre.
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Sport Karate Community Deeply
Disappointed

Others, on the other hand, expressed deep
disappointment. In addition, the decision

by International Olympic Committee came as a
surprise by the proponents of the participation
of Karate in the Olympic Games. Some saw
their dream been crushed.

The WKEF president Antonio Espinos
commented immediately on the
announcement:

“Our sport has grown exponentially over
the last years, and we still haven’t had the
chance to prove our value as an Olympic
sport since we will be making our debut as
an Olympic discipline in Tokyo 2020”

Long and Conflict Laden History of
Karate and the Olympic Games

Independent of which side one stance, the
history of Karate and the Olympics dates back
to the 1970. Even back then conflicts emerged,
which organization has the right to represent
Karate on the global and Olympic stage. In
1988, John K. Evans wrote an article in which
he described this difficult relation. The Black
Belt Magazine published the article. It can be
found here: THE BATTLE FOR OLYMPIC
KARATE RECOGNITION WUKO vs. IAKF.
(The Shotokai-Encyclopedia provides the
article. We highly recommend the
encyclopedia because it is a very concise and
enlightening compendium.)

Evans described in his article, how the
different Karate Do organizations emerged and
developed certain political interests. It
becomes obvious that Karate in general but
Shotokan in particular was from the beginning
a field of conflicting positions and groups.
Unfortunately, the article leaves out important
historical parts like the emergence of the
WUKO. In addition, the independence of
Evans can be doubt. Because he served a
high official for the WUKO back then.
However, the article gives a first hint about the
history of Karate Do and the Olympics. And it
reveals that the dispute dates back much
longer than the most think.

H koivétnTa Tou aBAnTIKOU KapdTe
gival BaBia atroyonTeupévn

AMN\ol, a1t TRV AAAN TTAEUpd, e¢€ppacav Babid
atroyonteuon. EmimAéov, n atréeaon g
AieBvoug OAupTTIakAG ETNITPOTIAG ATOV
¢KTTANEN aTTO TOUG UTTOOTNPIKTEG TNG
ouppeToxng Tou Kapdte otoug OAUPTTIOKOUG
Aywveg. Karroiol gidav 1o Oveipd Toug va
OuVvTpIipETAl.

O mpdedpog Tng WKF Antonio Espinos
OXoAiooe auéowg TNV avakoivwon:

«To aGAnua pag avamrruxénke KOeTIKA Ta
TeEAsuTaia xpovia kai Sev gixaue akopa rnv
sukaipia va armrodeifouus Tnv aia pyag wg
OAuumako aéAnua apou Oa kavouues 10
vreumTouTo pag ws OAuumiakog kAadog oro
Tokio 2020»

H pakpid Kal YENATN CUYKPOUOEIG
loTopia Tou KapdTte kal Twv
OAupTtriakwyv Aywvwy

AveEaptnTa atmod TNV TTAeUpd Tou KaBevog, N
IoTopia Tou Kapdrte kal Twv OAUUTTIOKWV
Aywvwv XpovoAoyeital atmd 1o 1970. Akoua
Kal TOTE TTPOEKUYWAV OUYKPOUOEIG, TTOI0G
OPYAVIOPOG £XEI TO OIKAIWHA VA EKTTPOCWTTEI
10 Kapdte otnv TTaykoouia kai Tnv OAUPTTIOKN
oknvi. To 1988, o John K. Evans €ypaye éva
ApBpo OTO OTTOIO TTEPIEYPAWE AUTH TN OUOKOAN
oxéon. To epiodikd Black Belt Magazine
dnuoaoicuce 10 Apbpo. MTTopEiTe va To Bpeite
edw:_H MAXH I'A OAYMMIAKH ANATNQPI>H
KAPATE WUKO evavriov IAKF. (H Shotokai-
Encyclopedia Trapéxel To GpBpo. ZuvioTOUUE
QVETTIQUAQKTA TNV EYKUKAOTTAIOEIQ yIAT €ival
MIQ TTOAU OUVOTITIKR KAl QI0QWTIOTIKI)
OUAAOYA.)

O ‘EBavg mepiéypawe oTo ApOPO TOU, TTWG
TTPOEKUYAV 01 DIAPOPES OPYAVWTEIG TOU
Kapdrte NTO Kai avéTTTuEav opIouEVA TTONITIKA
evolagépovta. MNvetar gavepd 611 To Kapdrte
YEVIKG aAAG TO 20TOKAV OUYKEKPIYEVA ATAV
aTTd TNV apXr) TTESI0 AVTIKPOUOUEVWY BECEWV
Kal ouadwyv. AucTuxwe, To ApBPO aPrvel EEw
ONUAVTIKA I0TOPIKA PEPN OTTWG TNV EPPAVION
Tou WUKO. EmitrAéov, n avegaptnaoia Tou

‘EBavg ptTopEi va gival ap@ifoAn. Eteidn

uTTNPEETOUCE TOTE UWNAORBaBUO UTTAAANAO yia
TV WUKO. QoT1600, 10 dpBpo divel pia TTpwTn
uttéd<Ign yia Tnv IoTopia Tou Kapdte NTO Kal
Twv OAuptakwv Aywvwy. Kal atToKaAUTTITEl
o1 n dlapdxn XpovoAoyeital TTOAU TTEPICOOTEPO
at1rd 600 VOUICOUV OI TTEPICTOTEPOI.
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